SEEKING YOUR VIEW

| am a voter in your constituency, who has an
interest in kidney disease and related renal matters. | would
like to ask you to read the information in the box beneath,
then answer the questions that follow overleaf. Thisis a
short questionnaire, but the issues are vital to me. | would
ask that you then return the form to me at the address

shown in the box to the right of this paragraph. Thank you

Between 2-3,000,000 people in the UK, suffer from some form of Kidney Disease (CKD). There are 5 progressive
stages of CKD. Stage5 is End Stage Renal Failure (ESRF).
ESRF patients number 40,000 but the number will double within 10 years. ESRF patients cannot live without
either Dialysis ( three days a week for life), or a Transplant.

Dialysis conducted in renal unitsis overstretched and patients are being turned away. Those patients who are
treated are denied basic human rights, such as the choice of available treatment options, and freedom to travel
within the country away from their base renal unit. This can prevent a patient working, taking a holiday or visiting
relatives.

Transplantation is the “gold standard” treatment, but only 5 kidneys are transplanted a day on average. Of the
20,000 diaysis patients, only 5,500 have been placed on the Transplant waiting list and 400 of these die each year
whilst waiting. There is a shortage of organs, transplant surgeons, operating theatre time, and theatre staff. Thereis
an absence of transplantation culture in NHS hospitals. Transplantation is a more cost effective treatment than
dialyss.

Transplanted kidney organs may be cadaveric (from the deceased) or living (from friends or relatives). Relatives
refusing permission even though the deceased donor joined the national organ donor register or carried a donor
card prevent 42% of cadaver donations. Because we have 2 kidneys but can live normally with 1, living donation
is possible and indeed very successful. Currently, strangers may not donate live organs atruisticaly, although we
expect this to change with new legidation On an average day in the United Kingdom 1500 people die. That
means each day 3000 potentially life saving kidneys are either cremated or buried.

Other European countries have more successful transplant programmes than the UK and Spain has been so
successful that they no longer have awaiting list.

Information taken from the kidney patients’ charity
The National Kidney Federation -Charity Number 1106735
www.kidney.org.uk

Please answer the questions shown over | eaf
sothat | might under stand your views on these matters.

Don’t forget to add your name, Constituency and Party at the bottom of the next page PTO




Question 1 - Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD)
5% of the population arethought to be suffering from some form of kidney disease. Do you support existing

plans (Renal National Service Framework) to find these patients and treat these patientsat General
Practitioner (GP) local level, in order to prevent further deterioration of kidney function ?

Tick Commentsif any

Yes

No

Other

Question 2 - Dialysisfor kidney Patients

Would you support an expansion of dialysis servicesto ensure that all patients who would benefit from
dialysisare ableto do so at a time and place convenient to them and with a full choice of suitable dialysis
options available ?

Tick Commentsif any

Yes

No

Other

Question 3 - Transplantation

Would you support an increase in transplantation, an increase in the numbers of transplant surgeons and
staff, and resist the closure of Transplant centres?

Tick Commentsif any

Yes

No

Other

Question 4 — Organ Donors
Which of the following initiatives to increase the availability of kidney organsfor transplantation would you
endorse? (Altruistic and pooled donation has already been included in new legislation)

Tick

Enablerelativesto sign donor cardsaswell as potential donors (encourages family discussion)

Allow altruistic donation between nonrelatives when donor is not known to recipient

Allow pooled donation exchange between two or more “non-matched” tissue type couples

Permit elective ventilation and other clinical proceduresto preserve organsprior to Transplant

Fund and expand the Transplant structure within the NHS

Support a changeto " Presumed Consent” . Opt-out rather than Opt-in to the organ donor register

Question 5 — The All Party Parliamentary Kidney Group of MP’sand Lords

If elected, would you become a member of the All Party Parliamentary Kidney Group (APPKG) ?

( The group meets two or threetimes per year in the House of Commons and enables membersto meet with
renal specialists and patient members of the National Kidney Federation (NKF) to discuss any necessary

parliamentary action )
Tick Commentsif any

Yes

No

Other

Name Constituency Party




